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on the side of peace. Although a professional
soldier, temperamentally he instinctively turned to
peace. It was not that he preferred ease to conflict,
but he placed a higher value upon human life than
did many of his type and his time.
At a time when distrust or suspicion of the motives
of Afghanistan would have held thousands of sorely
needed troops at the mouths of the frontier passes,
the good sense of Nadir, more than anything else,
made for that attitude of neighbourliness so strikingly
demonstrated by Afghanistan during the critical days
of the war, though there were many at the court to
whisper into the ears of Habibullah Khan the famous
words of the Amir Shair AH Khan, who once ob-
served : " Friendship with the Ferunghi is written
on ice. It melts when the sun shines on it.35
Many said that Habibullah Khan and his Com-
mander-in-Chief were inclining too far towards the
Ferunghi, and should approach, with a greater dis-
play of that spirit which was Afghan, the question of
British recognition of Afghanistan's complete inde-
pendence.   Nadir Shah, however, realized the British
Empire's pre-occupation in war, and knowing the
tortuous ways of diplomacy, was prepared to display
patience.   At a moment when the negotiations on
this subject had all  but culminated  in  complete
success, the steadily rising wall of intrigue broke
from its foundations,   There was a wild scurry for
safety, and in that moment another Afghan monarch
had been assassinated by those who feared that too
much would come to light when the debris was
inspected.   The Amir Habibullah Khan was done